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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 1/05/06. Claims 1-13 were 
canceled. New claims 14-32 have been added. Therefore, claims 14-32 are pending in 
this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/05/06 was filed after 
the mailing date of the non-final office action mailed on 10/05/05. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The double patenting rejection submitted in the previous office action has been 
withdrawn because the claims of both applications have been amended. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 14, 16, 18 -20, 23-27, and 29-32 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: they contain multiple acronyms such as: HTTP, SMTP, HTML, HELO, 
POP3, and TIFF that need to be defined in the claims. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Furthermore, Applicant is requested to replace "an" by -a — before HTTP and 
SMTP in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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Claim 32 recites the limitations "controlling communication with the Internet 
facsimile apparatus in accordance with the POP3 protocol when the predetermined 
signal type". Internet facsimile apparatus, POP3 protocol and predetermined signal 
type were not cited in the claim before. 

Furthermore, extracting the image data from the HTML data was not cited in the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 30 recites "controlling communication with the Internet facsimile apparatus 
in accordance with the SMTP protocol when the predetermined signal-type is detected". 

The Internet facsimile apparatus, the SMTP protocol and the predetermined 
signal-type were not cited in the claim. 

Furthermore, transmitting the HTML data was not cited in the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 



were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 14-18, 22, 23, 25-26, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Okada et al. (hereinafter, "Okada") US patent Number 

6,876,462) in view of Tada US patent Number 6,237,040. 

As per claim 14, Okada teaches a communication control 
apparatus , comprising : 

a first interface connected to a network (fig 4, 34) that is 
controlled by a server in accordance with a protocol; 
a second interface connected to an Internet facsimile apparatus 
(fig 4, 29, 35) that transmits e-mail data in accordance with an 
SMTP protocol; a processor (fig 4, 22) that controls communication 
with the Internet facsimile apparatus in accordance with the 
protocol; a processor (fig 4, 31) that controls communication 
with the server in accordance with the protocol; an e-mail 
communicator that receives the e-mail data from the Internet 
facsimile apparatus under the control of the processor (The 
netfax receives 14 receives email of facsimile from the 
requesting node 12, col. 8 lines 58-62); a processor that 
produces command data for the server based upon the e-mail data 
received from the Internet facsimile apparatus and a communicator 
that transmits the command data produced by the processor and the 
e-mail data received from the Internet facsimile apparatus to the 
server under the control of the processor (CPU 1 instructs 
facsimile section 6 to transmit a request, facsimile section 6 
performs the request col. 6 lines 48-55). However; although HTTP 
is implicit in network communication and SMTP is implicit in 
email communication, Okada does not explicitly elaborate on them. 
HTTP and SMTP are well known in the art of computer network as 
evidenced by Tada (see col. 1 line 7 to col. 2 line 29). 
Therefore, it would have been apparent to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Tada's 
HTTP, SMTP, POP3, and HTML into Okada' s for transfer of 
information (see Tada col. 1 lines 15-27). 
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As per claim 15, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 14, the server being configured to 
manage a network by a groupware software and the communication 
control apparatus being connected with the server via the network 
(see Okada element 13, fig 3). 

As per claim 16, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the command data 
comprises information regarding a destination of the e-mail and 
is in HTML format (see Okada col. 9 lines 25-37; HTML format has 
already been discussed above) . 

As per claim 17, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the e-mail data is 
stored in a mailbox of the server, when the destination for the 
e-mail data is a terminal managed by the server, and, when the 
destination is a terminal not managed by the server, the e-mail 
data is transferred to a mail server connected with the server 
via the Internet (see Okada col. 9 lines 29-49). 

As per claim 18, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 17, further comprising: 
a signal-type detector that detects a type of a signal 
transmitted via the first interface, wherein, when said signal- 
type detector detects reception of a predetermined signal type 
from the Internet facsimile apparatus, said HTTP processor starts 
controlling communications with the server in accordance with the 
HTTP protocol and said SMTP processor controls communication with 
the Internet facsimile apparatus in accordance with the SMTP 
protocol (a signal-type detector is implicit in Okada, see col. 3 
lines 20-29; col. 4 lines 38-44). 

As per claim 22, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 14, said processor being configured 
to produce the command data by extracting addressee, subject, and 
file name data from the e-mail data received from the Internet 
facsimile apparatus (see Okada col. 4 lines 38-51 and col. 10 
lines 10-28) . 



Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada- 



Tada in view of Guedalia et al. US publication number 2010042136. 
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As per claim 19, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said HTTP processor 
starts controlling a communication with the server in accordance 
with the HTTP protocol (as discussed above) . However, Okada-Tada 
fails to explicitly discuss a HELO signal, which is a command 
signal in accordance with the SMTP protocol. Guedalia is directed 
to an on-the-fly message notification system and methodology that 
comprises a HELO signal (The SMTP commands preferably comprise HELP, 
FROM, RCPT, DATA and QUIT commands; In a typical SMTP session, where a sender 
and a recipient, typically embodied in a client and a server, are engaged in 
conversation, the recipient receives a HELO command from the sender to 
initiate communication; see paragraph 0040-0041) . It would have been obvious 
to one skill artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the HELO 
signal into Okada-Tada' s system to initiate conversation between a sender and 
a recipient (Guedalia, par 0041) . 

Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada-Tada-Guedalia as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Barlow et 
al. (hereinafter, "Barlow") US patent Number 6,038,551. 

As per claims 20-21, the combination Okada-Tada-Guedalia fails to 
disclose an encryption processor that encrypts data; IC card and 
insertable slot. Barlow discloses a multipurpose, integrated 
circuit card and complimentary computer software. Barlow 
discloses all features regarding encryption processor that 
encrypts data, IC card, card reader, which implicitly includes an 
insertable slot (see Barlow's figs 2-3, abstract and col. 4 line 
60 to col. 5 line 1-19 and 49-67). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Barlow' s encryption processor to the combination' s system 
because it would protect the combination data and system against 
malicious attacks from other software applications by offering 
secure storage and transportation of private keys for use in 
different application contexts, without jeopardizing or exposing 
private keys (Barlow col. 4 lines 50-57). 

As per claim 23, Okada teaches a communication control apparatus 
comprising: 

a first interface (fig 4, 34) connected to a network that is 
controlled by a server in accordance with a protocol; 
a second interface (fig 4, 29, 35) connected to an Internet 
facsimile apparatus that receives e-mail data in accordance with 
a protocol; a processor (fig 4, 22) that controls communication 
with the Internet facsimile apparatus in accordance with the 
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protocol; a processor (fig 4, 31) that controls communication with 
the server in accordance with a protocol; a communicator that 
receives data including image data from the server under the 
control of said processor (The netfax receives 14 receives email 
of facsimile from the requesting node 12, col. 8 lines 58-62); an 
HTML processor that extracts the image data from the data 
received from the server (see col. 4 lines 38-51 and col. 10 
lines 10-2 8) ; and an e-mail communicator that transmits the image 
data to the Internet facsimile apparatus under the control of 
said processor (The netfax receives 14 receives email of 
facsimile from the requesting node 12, col. 8 lines 58-62). 
However, although HTTP and is implicit in network communication 
and SMTP is implicit in email communication, Okada does not 
explicitly elaborate on them and some other protocol, HTTP, POP3 , 
HTML and SMTP are well known in the art of computer network as 
evidenced by Tada (see col. 1 line 7 to col. 2 line 29). 
Therefore, it would have been apparent to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Tada's 
HTTP, SMTP, P0P3, and HTML into Okada' s for transfer of 
information (see Tada col. 1 lines 15-27). 

As per claim 25, Okada-Tada combination teaches a communication 
control apparatus according to claim 23, further comprising: 
a signal -type detector that detects a type of signal transmitted 
by said first interface; wherein said HTTP processor starts 
communication with the server in accordance with the HTTP 
protocol and said POP3 processor controls communication with the 
Internet facsimile apparatus in accordance with the POP3 protocol 
when said signal-type detector detects transmission of a 
predetermined type of signal from the Internet facsimile 
apparatus (a signal-type detector is implicit in Okada, see col. 
3 lines 20-29; col. 4 lines 38-44). 

As per claim 26, Okada-Tada combination teaches a command signal 
in accordance with the P0P3 protocol, from the Internet facsimile 
apparatus (CPU 1 instructs s facsimile section 6 to transmit a 
request, facsimile section 6 performs the request col6 lines 48- 
55 of Okada) . 

As per claim 30, Okada teaches a communication control method 
comprising : 

controlling communication (fig 1, element 9) with a server in 
accordance with a protocol via a first interface (fig 4, 34) 
connected to a network managed by a server in accordance with a 
protocol; controlling a communication (element 9) with the 



Application/Control Number: 09/919,953 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2151 

Internet facsimile apparatus in accordance with the protocol when 
the predetermined signal -type is detected (a signal -type detector 
is implicit in Okada, see col. 3 lines 20-29; col. 4 lines 38- 
44) ; detecting a predetermined type of signal (a signal -type 
detector is implicit in Okada, see col. 3 lines 20-29; col. 4 
lines 38-44) in accordance with a protocol from a second interface 
(fig 4, 35,29) connected to an Internet facsimile apparatus; 
receiving e-mail data from the Internet facsimile apparatus in 
accordance with the protocol (The netfax receives 14 receives 
email of facsimile from the requesting node 12, col. 8 lines 58- 
62) ; producing command data for the server based on the e-mail 
data received from the Internet (CPU 1 instructs facsimile 
section 6 to transmit a request, facsimile section 6 performs 
the request col. 6 lines 48-55); and transmitting the HTML data 
to the server in accordance with the HTTP protocol (col. 9 lines 
29-37; col. 10 lines 13-27) . However, although HTTP is implicit 
in network communication and SMTP is implicit in email 
communication, Okada does not explicitly elaborate on them. HTTP 
and SMTP are well known in the art of computer network as 
evidenced by Tada (see col. 1 line 7 to col. 2 line 2 9) . 
Therefore, it would have been apparent to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Tada's 
HTTP, SMTP, P0P3, and HTML into Okada' s for transfer of 
information (see Tada col. 1 lines 15-27). 



As per claim 31, Okada-Tada teaches a communication control 
method according to claim 30, wherein producing command data 
comprises extracting addressee, subject, and file name data from 
the e-mail data received from the Internet (see Okada col. 4 
lines 38-51 and col. 10 lines 10-28). 

As per claim 32, a communication control method comprising: 
controlling communication (fig 1, element 9) with a server in 
accordance with a protocol via a first interface (fig 4, 34) 
connected to a network managed by the server in accordance with a 
protocol; controlling communication (element 9) with the Internet 
facsimile apparatus in accordance with a protocol when the 
predetermined signal type is detected (a signal-type detector is 
implicit in Okada, see col. 3 lines 20-29; col. 4 lines 38-44); 
detecting a predetermined signal -type (a signal -type detector is 
implicit in Okada, see col. 3 lines 20-29; col. 4 lines 38-44) in 
accordance with a POP3 protocol from a second interface (fig 4, 
35,29) connected to an Internet facsimile apparatus; receiving 
data including image data from the server in accordance with the 
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protocol (col. 9 lines 5-12); extracting the image data from the 
data and transmitting the extracted image data to the Internet 
facsimile apparatus in accordance with the protocol (see col. 4 
lines 38-51 and col. 10 lines 10-28). However, although HTTP is 
implicit in network communication and SMTP is implicit in email 
communication, Okada does not explicitly elaborate on them. HTTP 
and SMTP are well known in the art of computer network as 
evidenced by Tada (see col. 1 1 ine 7 to col . 2 line 29) . 
Therefore, it would have been apparent to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Tada's 
HTTP, SMTP, P0P3, and HTML into Okada' s for transfer of 
information (see Tada col. 1 lines 15-27). 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada- 

Tada in view of lida Us patent number 6,900,903. 

As per claim 24, Okada and Tada fail to teach a communication 
control apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the image data 
is a TIFF file. This feature is well known in the art of email 
and fax as evidenced by lida (fig 3, element 14; col. 4 lines 20- 
21 and 38-58) . It would have been apparent to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate a 
TIFF into Okada-Tada' s feature in order to enable the network 
facsimile to communicate information including image data 
throughout the system (lida col. 2 lines 35-44). 

Claims 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Okada-Tada as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Barlow et al. 

(hereinafter, "Barlow") US patent Number 6,038,551. 

As per claims 27-29, the combination Okada-Tada fails to disclose 
a decryption processor that decrypts data; IC card and insertable 
slot. Barlow discloses a multipurpose, integrated circuit card 
and complimentary computer software. Barlow discloses all 
features regarding decryption processor that decrypts data; IC 
card, card reader, which implicitly includes an insertable slot 
(see Barlow's figs 2, 11-12, abstract and col. 4 line 60 to col. 
5 line 1-19 and 4 9-67) . It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Barlow's decryption processor to the combination's system because 
it would protect the combination data and system against 
malicious attacks from other software applications by offering 
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secure storage and transportation of private keys for use in 
different application contexts, without jeopardizing or exposing 
private keys (Barlow col. 4 lines 50-57). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571 272 3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Frantz Jean 



FRANTZ B. JEAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




